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A WORTH-WHILE GIFT.You can make
your friends hoppy every day. In the
year by sending them a subscription
to TIIE RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCII

Red Cross Seals for Christmas

SO heavy are the demands on benevolence,
made this year by Buffering at home and

abroad, there is danger that one especially,
worthy charity -will be overlooked. That is
the Virginia Anti-Tuberculosis Society, for
the extension of whose work the Red Cross
seal is sold.
No largo individual gifts are sought, of

course, In this particular aspect of the so¬

ciety's appeal. The seals cost but a penny,
but their sale, it is hoped, will bring aggregate
results of helpful importance.
The fight, on the white plaguo, which lias

been waged with such determination in many
parts of the country, begins to show itself in
lessened mortality from this disease. Every
Red Cross seal purchased and sent out with
a Christmas letter or parcel aids this great
campaign against suffering and den ill, and
carries its message afar.

Help to Assure Retter Baseball!

"pllERE will bo no difficulty in raising half
I the capital stock of the new Richmond
baseball club, which will represent this city
in the International League. Jack Dunn,
who will bring the Baltimore Orioles to Rich¬
mond, desires to purchase half the stock, and
he is not likely to place a prohibitive price
on his players and franchise.

The club should be provided with enough
capital to finance it adequately and assure
Richmond creditable representation. It is
Important that there should be a large num¬
ber of stockholders, for by this division of
ownership public interest in the team and its
accomplishments will- be increased and public
pride stimulated. .

Doubtless, there will be a large attend¬
ance at the meeting, to bo hold at the Rusi-
ness Men's Club on Tuesday evening. The
company that is to be formed and the club
that is to bo enlisted should have public sup¬
port just as long as they are entitled to it..
and certainly they nre entitled to 1t at the
Mart.
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"Ladies of thn Jury!"

IN February the woman Juror will begin life
iu Wyandotte County, Kus. The sheriff,

having first discreetly sounded the ladies as
to their willingness to servo without creating
a scene, has drawn u list of fifty fair Juresaes
(?) who, "with the wisdom of Portias, will
weigh the fact while the most honorable court
expounds the law. Frivolous paragraphers
will now proceed to extract great wit from
the circumstance that the name of the county
Is also a breed of chicken, producing par-
ticularly fine bens. However that may bo,
the fact remains that Wyandotte will push
itself into the limelight forthwith. I
And yet, why not? Women on the jury

will appeal for the first week or two as a
novelty. There will be. a certain curiosity,
and gentlemen of the law will begin to select
words lyins within the scope of what they
foolishly imagine to be limited feminine com¬
prehension. For a time, court officers will
treat the skirted jurors with deference and
judges will patronize them. Hut all this will
wear off as business settles down to clearing
the docket, and it is a safe wager that before
the end of the February term there will be
more evidence of just ir e, and perhaps more
of common sr nse, than Wyandotte County has
seen for a long time.

We're committed to the ladles.in Wyan¬
dotte County, Kas.

.Malicious Journalism

THERE are Washington correspondents who
seem loaded to the muzzle with a desire

to misinterpret motives and embarrass the ad¬
ministration by sending out such fake stories
as the. recent one on the request of Colonel
Goethals, just, granted, for destroyers to main¬
tain neutrality on the Canal Zone. Hecause
Secretary Garrison was willing to take Col¬
onel GoetLals's opinion as sufficient Justifica¬
tion, and President Wilson and Secretary
Bryan favored delaying until more definite
reasons could be given for sending the de¬
stroyers, these correspondents wrote fever¬
ishly of a .'split in the Cabinet," and a certain
cImb of newspapers put big headlines on front
page displays, such as are used for sensa¬
tions.
Of course, tho correct statement from WaBh-

lngton is ouo that shows President Wilson
and Secretary Bryan are not going to bo
swept ofT their feet by impressions. And
(here is not and will not be the slightest
split. The administration has been Just as
wise in its handling of the Mexican border
situation, for there is a serious question
whether the United States could ^Ire across
the border without defining the act as one of
war or retaliation, and there Is no precedent
in the international code for a mere bluff.
The administration, which did not lose its
head at Vera Cruz, by watchful waiting and
temperate action at last did more to set in
motion tlie best thought of Mexico than had
even been attempted in the country thnt mur¬
dered Maximilian and Madero.

If Colonel Goethals needs battleships and
cruisers to maintain neutrality, he will get
them; if Texas and Arizona need troops, even
to cross the border and stop careless slaughter
of Americans, they will get them; If in the
course of events the requirements of humanity
should call for actual seizure of Mexico by a
benevolent neighboring government, 110 "per¬
son need fear that the right thing will not
be done at the right time. But this admin¬
istration has anchored itself too 'squarely on
undying principles to permit a few jingo
Journals, with the "off-color" class of corres-
pomlents, to disturb its equanimity for a
single moment. When Theodore Roosevelt
has so signally failed to do that very thing,there is little use of the scare-'em-up scrib¬
blers trying it, because in scaring 'em upTheodore is a past master, and he has aroused
only derisive giggles and pleasant persiflago
bv the mighty thunder of his windbags.

Don't worry, people: Washington knows
what it's doing, and why.

Bombarding Britain Into Action
D OMBARDMENT of unfortified and un-AJ defended towns on the coast of England
affords new evidence of the Germans' deter-
mination to make rules of war as they go
along. Those persons who believe with Gen¬
eral Sheridan, that war should be made as
brutal and cruel as possible, and that the non-
combatant population of an enemy's country
should be so harried and oppressed that "they
will have 110 other use for their eyes save to
weep with them," will approve, doubtless, this
latest exhibition of German military policy,
but It will have neither support nor sympathy
in any other quarter. There Is admiration,
of course, for its navnl skill and reckless
daring, but there approval ends and condem¬
nation begins.

Outside of Berlin the inspiration of the at-
tack must be largely a matter of speculation.
Of course, it cannot influence directly the out-
come of the war. If Scarborough and Whitbyhad been entirely destroyed, England's vul-
nerability would have been Increased in about
the same ratio as would this country's by the
destruction by a hostile lleet of Atlantic City
and Asbury Park. The English towns are
seaside resorts, with absolutely no strategic
or military importance.

It must be assumed that the effect sought
by the Germans was psychological. They
hoped to spread terror through England, to
shake British confidence in the inviolability
of the tight little island, and, perhaps, to in-
duce the British fleet, in response to an
aroused and frightened public sentiment, to
attack the German fleet in its mined and forti¬
fied retreats at Helgoland and Wllhelmshaven.
It may be, as some authorities have suggested,
that the hoped-for result was the diversion of
British reinforcements from the front in
France and Belgium to purposes of coast de¬
fense.
How far any of these hopes will be realized

time will show, but we in America have a
poor understanding of the British tempera¬
ment and spirit if this naval raid does not
prove to have been another stupid blunder of
the German War Office. The invasion of Bel-
glum certainly was a blunder, for it not only
brought England lnto^the war, which Eng-
land might have entered anyhow, but gave to
England's course the sympathy and approval
of this country and nearly the whole nfutral
world. That neutrah-'sympathy will be
strengthened by a senseless cannonading of
unfortified towns and the killing of women
and children.

Unless we are greatly mistaken, the raid
will have another and more potent effect Itwill carry this war home to England In a way
not possible by any carnage abroad, piercethe crust of self-complacency and supply to
the more stolid elements of the populationthe inspiration they may have needed to offer
their lives In defense of their country.

This effect, indeed, is apparent already in
the rush to enlist In London and in other
cities and towns. If Rritaii: has been lethar¬
gic, as Germany and pro-German critics
have declared, it is so no longer. The
thunder of German puns, battering to pieces
summer hotels and bathing javilions on the
east coast, has been more potent in its call
to arms than the appeals of Lord Kitchener
and even than the British blood shed 011 the
battlefields of Prance.

Congress Refuses to Be Bluffed
EPORTS from Washington nre to the of-rx feet that the bills introduced in Con¬

gress by Senator Hitchcock and others, which
are designed to prohibit the export of arms
and ammunition to nations now at war, are
In no dnngor of passing. Those reports havenil the appearance of probability, and also in¬
dicate that Congress is managing to retain
its sound sense and discretion even in these
too-martial days.
From the beginning of this government ithas stanehly protested the right of its citizens

to sell arms to belligerents, and that rightis recognized in international law. Muni¬
tions of war. of course, are contraband and
subject to seizure by the enemies of the coun-
try to which they may be consigned, but this
consideration does not affect the right to sell
them and to deliver them, if that be possible.
The fact is that all these efforts to curtail

a business in which many Americans are
engaged, and which has mitigated to some ox-
tent the losses the war has causedHhis coun-
try, have a Teutonic origin. Germany andher friends do not want Americans to Hell
arms to the allies, because the allies control
the high seas, and we cannot sell to Germany.That is Germany's misfortune, but not ourfault, for American manufacturers would becharmed, under other circumstances, to sellher all the arms they could make and shecould use.

"Worried Reader" is informed that tholotters R. 1'. 11. are the Initials of Richmond1*. Hobson, and do NOT stand for RatherJ'hony Heroics.

New York policemen are each to give one
penny towards n testimonial to tho ollicerwho wrote a police textbook. Indicating itsvalue?

From Boston 4,000,000 eggs have beenshipped to London. Eggs iu boston arcquoted at 4 5 cents a dozen.

, SONGS AND SAWS
Plaint of the IUch.

Wo own a dustless sweeperAnd fireloss cookor, too;
A playorlens piano
Of wondrous tonfc and hue.

Our big refrigerator
la odorless, you know.

And our horsoloss carriage
Won prizes at tlio show.

Wo hire a painless dontiBt,
Who for our molars cares;

In soulless corporations
We own some million shares.

But now that Christmas ncars us
And things begin to hum,

Oh. may our son bo given
A noiseless horn and drum:

Conelnslve.
First S 1 e u t h.Can you

make out if our man passed
tliis way?
Second Hawkshaw.I feel

perfectly sure of it. Wo I
know ho woro shoes, and
these footprints Indicate
clearly that the man who
matlo them was equipped in
tho samo way.

Hnrri to ChooHf.
Grubbs.Do you consider tho pun tho lowest

form of wit?
Stubbs.Well, ^ think jokes about mothers-

in-law, goats and whiskers run It a Close second.

The Pejyilniliit Sayni
Twisting the British lion's tail may resultIn a bite as well as a growl.

Tlir Piker*.
He (bitterly).Marriage is a lottery.She (sweetly).Of course it is. And have youever noticed that tho men who make tho small¬

est Investments aro always inoKt disappointedwhen they fail to get tho grand prize'.'
Hard Line*.

The politician's grieving.
Election's far away.

And few and small tho pickingsHe'll get before that day.
THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors
From this observation of Editor OeorgeGreene, in his Clifton Forge Review, we deducethat one of the Christmas gifts that man's town

needs is a sidewalk cleaning ordinance: "Tho
man who has a largo frontage to his business
house and residence usually brags about* it un¬
til there is a heavy snow, and then he prefersless space."

"Somebody has suggested an Institution for
the care of old and infirm baseball players,"the Bristol Heraid-Courler Informs us. Some¬
how we had formed the impression that the
vaudeville stage had been adopted as such.

The Danville Bee commends the suggestionof Governor Stuart to colonize Belgian husband¬
men in tho agricultural districts of Virginia
and says: "Then when they come Wo should not
seek to hold lands at prohibitive prices or to
trado on their necessities. The State Agricul¬
tural and Immigration Bureau can do this, and
the special session of tlio General Assemblyshould provide tho means to do it without de¬
lay."

The Southwest Times, of Pulaski, protests
against an objectionable practice of some
of the tobacco chewers of the town in an edi¬
torial leader, which begins: "Did you ever no¬
tice the post-office floors? Did you ever notice
this sign on the wall: 'Do Xot Spit on tho Floor:
to Do So May Spread Disease'? It Is a shame
that our citizens can't stop the habit or spit¬
ting on the floors of public buildings." The
points in the argument that follows aro nil well
taken. A I'ulaskian who can't use tho wall or
expectorate over his chin has no right to chew
tobacco. *

The Lynchburg Advance congratulates Rich
inond on tlio perpetuation In this city of the
community Christm&s tree, and adds: "There
is a movement on now to have a community
Christmas tree in Lynchburg. All the move¬
ment needs is the approval of tTie people of
Lynchburg and It will bo had.- There is little
expense attached to It, no real trouble, and the
gain, while not in material things, is almost
tangible and most valuable." Thus tho Advance
exemplifies the spirit of living up to its name.
Here's hoping the llill City folks will rally
'round the flag of Santa C'laUS like regulars:

We liave this assurance from Editor Hie-
romo Oplo, of the Staunton leader, that his fel¬
low-townsmen arn doing their part toward the
Helglan relief movement: "Don't he surprised,
gentlemen of Staunton, if you fail to lind your
favorite trousers or the pajamas and suits of
underwear you put away carefully, expecting to
net into them later. Wlfey thought you did
not need them: besides, she did not like them
anyway.and they are now safely on their way
to the needy Belgians." "Which goes to show
that the Belgians have friends indeed in Staun¬
ton who are friends In need.

From the Newport News Press: '"'Ton caimot
Imte a man you know," says President Wilson.
We infer from this that Champ Clark does not
know Secretary Bryan." The editor obviously
does not know the Christian spirit of Woodrow
Wilson. If the President made the remark
quoted, it Is dollars to doughnuts ho Intended
tin- insertion of p. comma after the word man.

" 'The climax of a kiss," says Helen Rowland,
is lliat exquisite psychological movement -Just
before it happens.' We do not know Helen, hut
we take it that Helen knows," says the Norfolk
Virginian-Pilot's qualified expert on osculation.
Me falls to take Into consideration that mttc.h
depends upon where It happens. The species
discussed hy Mlsa Rowland didn't happen In
Norfolk.

Current Editorial Comment
Finding work for the uncni-

Finding ployed canimt he called one of
\i'ork for the conspicuous successes of social

,, * . i organization; If Germany shouldL ncnipioj ctl w-j|, n would be by excellence in
this respect as well as in tight-

ing. In countries where the individual Is less
under tho control of the state, countries where,
according to the German view, a more, primitive
type of government still survives, Imagination
in an emergency does not go far beyond puhlio
works, and public works are apt to bir looked
upon as some useless or, at any rate, needless
enterprise, undertaken ichlefly to keep the Idle
busy, much as a vagrant's lodging-house pro-
vides a woodpile.not so much because wood is
needed as because sawing It gives the lodger
discomfort enough to balance tho pleasure he
gets from bed and breakfast. This is, of course,
a very narrow view of emergency work and Its
possibilities, and it is apparent that if the social
machinery existed a considerable variety of
useful work could be saved for dull times, just
as a far-sighted farmer or business man planshis own routine. It*is a matter not of creating,hut of distributing employment, and In propor¬
tion as State and city work by a plan lookingfar into the future, they car have reserves of
employment to be called Into play when they
are needed..Springibdd Republican.

As ,an indication 'of how rapid-Trade ly the financial and commercial
Balance l,dc changing in our favor, it
Our Wnv 18 now a,,nounccd fr°i» Washingy ton that the conferences which

wero Initiated in October by Sirj George Palsh and B. B. Blackett, the' English
economic experts, have been called off by mutual
consent. The situation, from the British stand-I point, seemed so urgent then that these gentle¬
men wero sent to tho United states to arrango,

If poaalblo, for the adjustment of some of ourlarge foreign balance, hnd as a result, our offi¬cials at Washington made a number of proposalsfor relieving the tonslon. Our Indebtedness toGreat Britain last September was estimated atbetween $200,000,000 and $300,000,000, and tllerowas some cause for the polite reminder 'of SirGeorge and his colleaguo that It would not beamiss to soothe tho feelings of our foreign credi¬tors by at least a small remittance on account.Tho representatives of both governments have
now como to the conclusion that it Is unneces¬
sary to tako any further steps In this direction,and that tho current of trade Is running sostrongly toward this country that Internationalobligations can be left to adjust themselves. Ifthe war continues six months longer, Ihe bal¬ance may be wholly wiped out; and if It con¬tinues for a year, wo may have to send financialagents to England to dun our British cus¬tomers. It Is a vory 111 wind that Is blowingover Europe, but wo cannot be blamed if itblows somo good to us..Baltimore Sun.

War News Fifty Years Ago
(From tho Richmond Dispatch, Dec. 18, 1R64.)
There Is every reason to suppose that another

considerable portion of Sheridan's troops, here¬tofore kept busy In the Valley, have como d.iwn
to join Grant on the front of Petersburg. Noneof them have yet appeared on tho Richmondfront.
There was nothing doing at Petersburg yes¬terday or last night, or it there was, no news

of it readied Richmond. There seems to be nodoubt that all of the men on both sides of tholino are taking a kind of Christmas holiday,and the private soldiers are enjoying it.
There come some ugly reports of the doingsof General Warren's men after they had been

defeated at Dellfield and whilo they were re¬
treating to the Grant lines in front of Peters¬
burg. It is said that tliey applied the torch to
private property wherever they got the chance,
and many citizens of tho two intervening coun¬
ties suffered accordingly. It is also said that
hundreds of tho soldiers of tho Warren con¬
tingent became common thieves as they marched
along, and in at least two instances they be¬
came worse than that, whero they found homes
occupied by only defenseless women.

Hoar-Admiral I'orter reports to the Yankee
government, reporting from Fort Monroe, that
the Federal gunboat Cherokee captured the Con¬
federate blockade runner Ktnma Hendry, laden
with 700 bales of Confederate cotton. re¬
port lacks confirmation.
Just exactly why tho Confederates deem it

necessary to keep up the constant shelling at
Dutch Gap we do not know, but all the same
the shelling stilt goes on. Yesterday and last,
night there was a constant firing that could be
distinctly heard in all of Richmond, and kept
very many folktf awake, folks who could have
been doing better hnd they been allowed to sleep
peacefully.
The trains at Glad** Spring down in South¬

west Virginia, were not lost to tji» enemy, as
at tirst reported. General Breekenridge. who
was at Wytheville, heard of the Yankee doings
at Bristol, and he hurriedly got all of the trains
and all of the engines on the road In active
operation. He used the telegraph lines freely,
and within threo hours had all of the trains and
all of the engines at his command. Getting
the trains assembled at a point, not necessary
to name, he soon loaded them with troops and
supplies and hurried them on to Saltville, reach¬
ing there several hours ahead of the Yankees,
and thus he saved the salt works.

All of the news from the Southwest yesterday
was good to everybody ex'ci»i the extortioners
and speculators who, having henrd that the
Yankees were likely to capture the salt works,
rushed around and bought up every sack of salt
they could tlnd, expecting to make big profits
when the Yankees captured the .salt works. The
Yankees have not taken the salt works, and
are not likely to do so, and it Is to be hoped
these speculators and salt extortioners will get
very badly left, and the indications are that
they will.
The dischargo in Canada of the alleged St.

Albans raiders is a distinct victory to the Con¬
federate cause. There was no sense in the ar¬
rest of these people and l»»ss In their arraign¬
ment before a Canadian court. The Yankees
are yet to learn that their law and that of
England differs very much.
M. W. Yarrington, treasurer of the Richmond

and Petersburg Railroad, announces the declara¬
tion of a dividend on the capital stock of the
company of 15 per cent, payable January 1 at
t/ie company's otllces in this city.

The Voice of the People
Help Our O *rn Poor Klmt!

To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.In to-day's paper I see that the day's

contributions for the Belgian relief fund were
$l,0Ji0, while in another column I read that the
distress of the poor grows with the freezing
weather, many are supported liy mere children
and others without means of any kind. There is
a tremendous amount of Illness among the poor,
men and women slowly dying of tuberculosis
and iri constant fear of being put out. Receipts
for the day $23.50.
Who would not be a Belgian under Ihe cir¬

cumstances? For while tlie Relgian's lot is hard
enough, he has the sympathy of the whole world.
The man out of a Job gets nothing.

I see no reason why both should not be helped,
but if this is not possible surely Virginian babies
are as precious as tho Belgian babies, and if
this is so, why starve the Virginian babies so
that the (ielgian babies can live?
The Good Book says he that provldeth not for

tiio.se of his own household is worse than an
iniidel? What about those churches who are
pouring their gifts Into the treasury for the
Belgians and letting their own household in
Virginia starve?
There has been some discussion about bring¬

ing the Belgians over to Virginia, but my adviv»<-'
Is that they had much better stay where they
are, as there Is some chance there: but if tliey
come over here, where there Is no advertisement
any longer In feeding them, we will promptly
let. them starve.
We find that the churches and wealthy men

are giving liberally to the Belgians because they
desire to send a ship across carrying the Vir¬
ginia flag. Surely there would be more adver¬
tisement and also morn satisfaction In blazon¬
ing on our flag that Virginia is the first State
by proper laws to abolish poverty within its
own borders. G. F. MARSH.

Richmond, December 17.

Queries and Answers
Ploaso let mr know the hkc of the oldest eat

of which you have any knowwledge.
M US. f.\ W. ASTROP.

The question would be better covered by notes
sent In by soino of our readers.

Xotnrj- nnd Pension Paper*.
May a notary charge for putting seal on pen¬

sion papers for United States pensions? lias
a person any legal Interest in the real or per¬
sonal property of his stepfather? If. W. (J.

No. No.

Krcfcli Air School*.
Where may I find out about tho fresh air

schools in Richmond? - .MRS. C.
This question was answered within tho last

few weeks. Write Dr. .1. A. C. Chandler, Su¬
perintendent of Schools, Richmond, Vn.

Old f'oiiiM, Kh-,
Twists from E. Ij. 1«\, R. T. Thomas, Ij. <1. R.

and Frank Wallace contain nothing worth sell¬
ing.

A Problem.
Please solve for me this problem: Ilad a bin

contained twice as much oats, and had they
linen userl one-fourth as fast, they would have
lasted forty-ciKht weeks. How long did they
last? '

HTUDWNT.
By analysis, twico tho real weight lasting

forty-elKht weeks, tho real weight would last
twenty-four weeks; and lasting twenty-four
weeks at a certain rate of use, it would last
one-quarter as long at a four-t Imes-fakter rate
of use, or the oats would last six weeks.

Will Innt t. Hive*.
Please state the dates of the legislative ser¬

vices of William C. Rives, of Virginia. C. S. I>.
State legislature, 1 s 17-11» and 1822; member

of Congress, .18:23-9; United States Senate,1832-45.

ft

DRIVE DULL CARE AWAY
One of the Day's Rest Cartoons.

/

From London Punch.Till-: AI i'.CKA ft M KNACK.

THE PASSING OF TAOISM IN CHINA
nv .ii:ki:mi \ii w. .iknks, i»ii. ii., i. i.. i».

Tho great war causes many thought¬
ful men and women to raise tho q\t«-s-
tion whether Christianity, thin Christ¬
mas of 1011, has proved Itself efllca-
cious In actually bringing "peace on
earth and good will among men." It
Is assorted by somo that the largely
r.on-OhVlatlan peoples of the Orient are

observing very closely the course ""of
tnls conflict between a majority of the
great Christian nations, having in their
minds tho Impression that belief In the
supremacy of Western over Kastern
civilization is weakened, if not shat¬
tered. because of apparent Inconsis¬
tencies in practice between the pres¬
ent-day followers of the Oood Man of
Calllee, and the spirit as well as ti\e
letter of tho Sermon on the Mount.
Without entering into a discussion

of cither of these positions, actual or
asserted, and merely for the purpose
of recording an Important historical
fact, it :n.i> be worth while to point
out that In the only nation which has
survived all the many changes which
the world has witnessed since the east¬
ern star guided the shepherds and the
magicians to th<- stable at Rethlehern,
a faith which was even then old, em¬
bracing in the time of Jesus millions
01 adherents, is now breathing Its last.
Taoism, for centuries one of the three
great religions of China, is in Its
death throes.
Shortly after the establishment of

the Chines© republic and tho election
of President Yuan Shl-kai, the gov¬
ernor of Klangst Province secured the
asKint of the authorities at Peking to
tlio abolition of the Taoist tit 1 .. of
J'etn Zen, "Holy Man." which had been
until then the hereditary designation
of the direct male descendants of Chang
Tao-ling, who is credited with having
founded Taoism as a development of
tho philosophic doctrines of tho great
Laotsze. This step was followed by
the confiscation of the J'etn Zen seal,
anil the termination of an annual pen¬
sion of 3fi0 Halkwan taels (about n200
in round llgure.H), which had .been
given to the J'etn Zen, or Taoist pope,
by one i,t tho ICmperorn of the Taching
dynasty.

,(«ks Title lie Itesloreil.
Two months ago 'ieneral Chang

Ilsttn, the reactionary military leader,
who is believed to h:ne been largely
responsible for excesses, undoubted! y
committed at Nanking during 11»
counterrevolution of 1913, presented
a memorial to President Yuan request¬
ing1 that tho confiscated seal, th-' title
ami the pension be restored to tho
Taoist pope. Ueneral Chang contended
that his request was In accordance
with the "constitutional religious free¬
dom," ordained with the establishment
of tho republic, and since defended by
the President; and he also asserted that
Taoism, "whose remote origin dates
back to tho Yellow Kmperor and
l.aotsze. is the oldest religion of China
nnd therefore merits our reverence, and
1.reservation."
The I'rosident referred this memorial

to the Minister of tIte Interior-. a strong
progressive and a good friend to Chris¬
tianity, by the way.who reported that
"as the Taoist sect, founded by .'hang
Tao-ling, was merely a system of con¬
juration and alchemy, i! cannot claim
to have originated in the philosophy
of I.aotsxe; and that, as the titles of
J'etn Zen, 'lloly Man.' and Tien Tszo,
'Heavenly Teacher,' were merely tradi¬
tional appellations given by the Taoist
followers to their leaders- -not dissimi¬
lar to the titles of 'father' or 'pastor'
among the Christians.the Taoists are
at liberty to continue to address their
leaders by such titles if they so desire,
although the government as such has
no business to confer such titles upon
any person." The president approved
this action, and so the matter rests.
Taoism is surely dying in China.

Theoretically, Taoism Is the develop¬
ment of a philosophy.the doctrine of
"the right way," or, as some say,%"the
return to the ideal of human happi¬
ness." The great 1 ,aotsze, about whose
Jife hundreds and scores of hundreds
of books.have been wrlt'tcn, enunciat¬
ed the original principles about f>70 JJ.

Tnolsm lias Degenerated.
But, us wo arc told by It. K. Jolin-

ton, the author of "I,ion and T^rasron
iti Northern Chitui." Taoism lias "de¬
generated into a ilcbascd rittial em-
1 odying a polytheistic hotchpotch of
witchcraft and demonology."
According to I ho Peking police cen¬

sus of li'OS, there were in the (capital
city of China only Taoist priests
as compared with 1,553 lluddhist priests.
Buddhism, too. is disintegrntiifg in
China, while a recent, report from
authentic sources showed the Chris¬
tians in China. cAunting all denomina¬
tions! as numbering in the neighbor¬
hood of 2,(100,000. One of the lead inn
missionary authorities has reported that
there are already suflicient native Chris¬
tian teachers and preachers in China to
safeguard the propagation of the Chrls-
tian faith in that country. All reports
agree that Christianity is making great
strides in China.

In China to-day freedom of belief
is as actual as it Is or even bus been
in any land on earth. This will sound
like a remarkable statement to those
who still regard China as the China of
the Manclius, bu'. it is «iuite true, and
can bo readily verified.

China's attitude towards religions
matters was hdmirably stated very ro-
ctnly by President Yuan Khih-kai in the
proclamation which he Issued immedi¬
ately lieforo the birthday of Confucius
..'September -S. Jn certain respects
Confucius takes much the same place
in the hearts and minds of the Chinese
people as does George Washington in
the hearts and minds of Americans.
And, allowing for natural differences of
habit and, environment, wc can best un-

dot-stand tho birthday honors paid to-day to Confucius by the Chinese by anappreciation of the nutioiuil spirit whichoitdcrlh.-s our own celebration of Wash¬ington's birthday. It is quite true that,while Confucius, like Washington, unl-lled his people, and may be said to havoembodied personally the nativity of thenational spirit, bo was essentially thomoral teacher, the philosopher, the
sa ge.

"For thousands of years," Bays YuanShlh-kai, of China.himself. a greatphilosopher, a» well as a soldier and astatesman."the foundation of theChinese nation has rested on concep¬tions of true morality. All her laws,all government, family relations amisocial customs are products of theteaehiniis of the urear master. Dynas¬ties may rise ami fall; cycles of fate
may be favorable or adverse; still theteachings of Confucius have remained
ever forceful, ever now through suc¬cessive ages.everlasting, as nature it¬self is everlasting.

"Since the revolution, however, manythoughtless persons have misinterpretedthe doctrines of 'equality* and 'liberty,'trespassed the bounds of morality andbecome wanton and devoid of probityhi their character. Essentials of moral-ity and proper human relations havebeen abandoned: licentiousness has pre¬vailed; until China has been threatenedwith the danger of becoming a nationof reprobates (tufoo) and beast*.
Would Preserve Nation'* Kthlcn.

"Your President, realizing the heavyweight of responsibility which rests onhis shoulders, has thought over the sit¬uation through the day and through thenight, and hu has come to believe that.iiltn.">tigh tho form of government must *

change in accordance with th* spirit ofthe time's, our Ii. our ethics and moralhabits must needs be preserved. Everynation In the world has Its own na¬tional spirit inherited from Its ancient:!and manifesting itself in the national'character. China has followed her sage,knowing that the management of afamily, the government of a state orthe pacilication of tho world must allbegin with the rectitude of the Indl-
,
\ idual.

"Therefore, the act of honoring our| greatest sage is merely In accordancewith a sinlerc sense of reverence andI admiration on the part of millions ofour people, and Is- by no means com.| parable, or to be confused with any policy of promoting any particular rc-ligious sect.
"Let it be known to all citizens thati the stale desires to emphasize tho su¬preme Importance of morality and vir-iue. May we all bo uplifted and boimbued with this spirit so that grad-| ually we r»>:i>. arrive at the Confucianj "ideal state of perfect harmony.*"
flow much in accord with the teach-iiigs of the great Galilean are thesej ideas enunciated bv the Chinese Pres¬ident! Is there not some comfort tobo derived by Christians from the factthat on this Christmas {lav, while the'majority of the Christian powers ofEurope are arrayed against each otherj in (-"landers, in the Keichsland. nnd in\ I'olands, on the other side of the world,in the -one nation, which was the con-. temporary of ancient Judea, Baby-Ionia, Imperial Korue. Greece un-ili-r the Athenian philosophers, amiEg> pt under the I'harashs, the trendI is towards, and not away front, Chris¬tianity, and that, there, an organiza¬tion of religious worship which oneocontested for pride of place with theI priestcraft built upon the doctrines ofUiautama. tho Huddha, is fast expiring?

"Steady. "

(From the New York Times.)"Steady" should be tho word while! Canada and the rest of the world aretit king tho same gold cure which wasadminLstcrcd lo us when we were suf-uritig for acts not our own. A marketwith a bottom to it is best suited forthe times.

A I.n Carnoitle.
(From tho Philadelphia North Ameri¬

can.)
Mr. Carnegie declares that if one na¬tion gives ? 10,000,000 for cannon, some

i ther nation will give an e(|iinl amount.Isn't that the way ho gives libraryfunds?

Mutton! Mutton!
(Prom the Detroit Free Press.)It's a wise Mexica-n who Knowswhere* the capital of his conn try Is.

I.ct I'm llnve Pence!
(From the Chicago News.)Heforc we enter into any union of

neutrality with South America the lat¬
ter should he required to proniiso notto ship us any more tango dances.

('IIHIIN Mflli.
(From the Rochester Herald.)By the tiino the Kaiser succeeds infreeing himself of the charge of hav¬ing started the war. they will have dis¬covered that it was duo to the factthat tho United States has a Demo¬cratic administration.

Tl»e Statesman'* Way.
(From the Philadelphia Ledger.)A'fter a statesman has obtained forids district all the"»public improve¬ments needed, what I he other fello\ywants becomes a "porlc-bar'l grab," t

Promising Profession*.
(From tho Washington Post.)It's a wise Kuropcan father whobrings his son up to bo eltlior a doctor

or -an architect.

Tlic Dividing I<iue.
(From Ufo.)

A statesman is a politician with whom
you agree. A politician is a staton-
man with whom you dlsagroo.


